Press Release

ARCTIC FESTIVAL 2020

The ARCTIC FESTIVAL is a traditional festival of Czech and Arctic science and culture. Its main aim is deepening the already established contacts between Czech and Arctic scientists and artists and starting cooperation between new partners. During the festival, both professional and non-professional audience get acquainted with the achievements of Nordic and Czech scientists in Arctic research and with the joint Czech-Arctic cultural and scientific activities in Czechia and in the Arctic. Moreover, the public becomes familiar with the culture and history of the Arctic nations and has the possibility to enjoy the unique Arctic culture from different parts of the Far North. In short, the festival tries to present how avant-garde culture can increase media interest in scientific research in the Arctic and make science more visible to the public. And how the interest of the public can influence the stakeholders’ approach to providing and increasing finances for further scientific research. This year’s ARCTIC FESTIVAL 2020 is a follow up of the cultural-scientific projects ARCTIC FESTIVAL 2019 /Days of Arctic and Czech Culture and Science/ and AT HOME IN SVALBARD 2018.

A small historical reminder

The cultural and scientific festival AT HOME IN SVALBARD 2018 was realized thanks to the cooperation of Czech scientists and artists with Norwegian partners and took its name after the focal point of the whole event – a concert by the avant-garde punk-rock band “Už jsme doma/UJD” (Already at Home) and the release of their new CD entitled “Floes“. The festival took place from 21 August to 13 September 2018 at Longyearbyen, the Svalbard administrative centre, and in the deserted mining town of Pyramida, previously run by the Russian trust Arktikugol, on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the founding of Czechoslovakia, the 25th anniversary of the founding of the Czech Republic and the 10th anniversary of the beginning of regular research stays of Czech scientists in Svalbard. A substantial part of the festival was financed from private sources with the logistical and financial contribution of the Centre for Polar Ecology of the University of South Bohemia in České Budějovice.

From 7 November 2019 to 31 January 2020, a reciprocal continuation of the AT HOME IN SVALBARD 2018 cultural-scientific project took place in the Czech Republic under the name of ARCTIC FESTIVAL 2019 /Days of Arctic and Czech Culture and Science/. In addition to being introduced to the core points of the AT HOME IN SVALBARD 2018 project, the Czech professional audience, the public and all interested people in Czechia had the possibility to enjoy the unique Arctic culture from Svalbard, Lapland, Greenland, Norway and Denmark. The ARCTIC FESTIVAL 2019 was organized by the Centre for Polar Ecology of the University of South Bohemia in České Budějovice in cooperation with UNIS, the University Center in Longyearbyen in Svalbard, and with the financial support of the Fund for Bilateral Relations within the EEA and Norway Grants 2014-2021.

A detailed overview of all cultural and scientific activities of the above mentioned projects is available on the website www.arktickyfestival.cz.

Arctic Festival 2020

The ARCTIC FESTIVAL 2020 will take place in Ústí nad Labem, Teplice, Prague, Dačice, České Budějovice, Hradec Králové and online from 6 December 2020 to 31 March 2021, as the result of cooperation between Jan Evangelista Purkyně University in Ústí nad Labem and the Norwegian Polar Institute in Tromsø with financial support of the Fund for Bilateral Relations within the EEA and Norway Grants 2014-2021. The following institutions take part in the festival, too: Julius von Payer Institute in Ústí nad Labem, the music group Už jsme doma, the Museum of the City of Ústí nad Labem, the Regional Museum in Teplice, the Municipal Museum and Gallery in Dačice, the Acropolis Palace in Prague, the Institute of Geophysics of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Jaroslav Fragner Gallery, Charles University in Prague, University of South Bohemia in České Budějovice, Masaryk University in Brno, University of Ostrava, Scandinavian House, Evald Cinema, Hraničář Public Hall in Ústí nad Labem, Dauphin and Portal publishing houses, magazines A2, Plav and Geografické rozhledy, the sauna and refreshment room NUUK in Hradec Králové, MINOR Theater, Ministry of Finance of the Czech Republic (Norway Grants administration), Embassy of Norway in Prague, Embassy of Canada in Prague, Embassy of Great Britain in Prague, Embassy of Denmark in Prague, Honorary Consulate of Iceland in Prague, etc.
The Norway Grants and the Ministry of Finance have accepted the modification of the AF 2020 programme due to the spread of COVID-19. The originally planned programme will be divided into two parts: the opening with limited audience participation in December 2020 and the main part of the festival with the participation of foreign partners in March 2021.

The Arctic Festival 2020 will be opened with the limited visitors’ attendance on Sunday 6 December 2020 at 3 pm in the Museum of the City of Ústí nad Labem (Masarykova 1000) with the participation of the following guests:
Mgr. Václav Houfek, director of the Museum of the City of Ústí nad Labem
J. E. Robert Kvile, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Norway to the Czech Republic
Ing. Richard Pokorný, Ph.D., Head of the Department of the Environment, Jan Evangelista Purkyně University, and Head of Julius von Payer Institute, Ústí nad Labem
prof. Ing. Josef Elster, CSc., Centre for Polar Ecology, University of South Bohemia, České Budějovice
PhDr. Ing. Zdeněk Lyčka, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Miroslav Wanek, music group Už jsme doma
Jan Pechar, live entry from the Czech Arctic scientific station in Svalbard

The opening of the festival will be followed by “vernisages” of the following exhibitions:
"Igimarasussuk, who ate his wives / Inuit legends through the eyes of Aaron Kangermio"
(book illustrations)
„Sámi Fairy Tales / Illustrations by Luboš Drtina“ (book illustrations)
"Canada’s Arctic: living and vibrant" (photographs)

It will be possible to watch a photographic video presentation by Czech-American Stanislav Chládek entitled "The Fauna of the Southern Bering Sea" on the monitor.

All exhibitions and video projections will be on view until 31 January 2021.

The opening of the Arctic Festival 2020 will be filmed by Regional TV Ústí nad Labem and the recording will be published on YouTube after having been broadcast.

On Monday 7 December 2020 from 4 pm, an online presentation of the "Arctic" issue of the A2 magazine, the "Sámi" issue of the Plav magazine and the "polar" issue of Geografické rozhledy magazine will take place on the FB profile https://www.facebook.com/Advojka.


The opening of the exhibition "The North Pole Expedition / Illustrations by Julius Payer" (book illustrations and copies of paintings) will take place in the Regional Museum in Teplice (Zámecké nám. 517/14) on Thursday 10 December 2020 at 5 pm with the limited attendance of visitors.

It will be possible to watch the following film loops on the monitors:

photographic video presentation by Czech-American Stanislav Chládek entitled "The Fauna of the Southern Bering Sea"
film by Svalbard photographer Bjørn Anders Nymoen entitled "The Arctic" about melting of Arctic glaciers
Jaroslav Fragner Gallery’s  film "Made in Nature" about Nordic architecture

The exhibition and all video projections will be on view until 31 January 2021.

The opening will be filmed by Regional TV Ústecko and the recording will be published on YouTube after having been broadcast.


The following events will take place in the Dačice Municipal Museum and Gallery (Havlíčkovo náměstí 85, Dačice I, www.muzeumdacice.cz) on Thursday 4 February 2021:

16.00, Arctic mini-conference

J. E. Robert Kvile, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Norway to the Czech Republic:
[bookmark: _GoBack]"Norway’s indigenous people: From assimilation to recognition"

Professor Ing. Josef Elster, CSc., Centre for Polar Ecology, University of South Bohemia in České Budějovice: "Czech Arctic Scientific Infrastructure Josef Svoboda Station in Svalbard: How to proceed during a pandemic without state support"

PhDr. Ing. Zdeněk Lyčka, Ministry of Foreign Affairs: "Crossing Greenland on skis"

18.00, opening of exhibitions:

"Czechia in the Arctic / The Arctic in Czechia" on Czech-Arctic cooperation in the scientific and cultural fields

"3913 Tasiilaq" (photographs by Ole G. Jensen from East Greenland)

Both exhibitions will be on view until 26 February 2021.

The main Arctic Festival programme with the participation of foreign guests will take place in March 2021. Detailed overview of all events is available on the website www.arktickyfestival.cz.

The coordinator of all previous years of the Arctic Festival is PhDr. Ing. Zdeněk Lyčka from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic (zdenek_lycka@mzv.cz , +420 776 750 488). 

Zdeněk Lyčka, 26 November 2020
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